
Chairman’s Report 2026

I feel honoured to report a year of encouraging results for Dorset both on court achievements and in 
the administration with younger volunteers taking on critical roles. 

Our juniors have led the way with Ben Lamond becoming the National under 13 champion and in the 
Intercounties our team of Emmett Breen, Isaac Nicholson, Ollie Turpin, Cameron Casely, and Alex 
Johnson won the under 13 Boys team title.

Our girls did well too, with Bournemouth School for Girls achieving third place in the National 
Schools Key Stage 3 competition improving on their fourth place last year. In addition our Girls under 
15’s finished a creditable eighth in their first year at this level. 

Across the board we are seeing big progress with our juniors and much thanks must go to our 
excellent coaches Bev Vatcher, Samara Stewart,  Nyah Williams, Matt Loughran and Charlie Campbell 
– Wynter for their dedication to our youngsters who, after all, are Dorset’s future. It is also 
encouraging that we are strengthening our ties with Jersey with a junior tour planned.

In the senior events, congratulations go to our county Ladies champions Nyah Williams and Judith 
Allgrove in Squash and Racketball respectively, and in the Men’s, Marc James  in Squash and Alexis 
Smith, Racketball.

Alexis went on to become National over 40’s Racketball champion and received a well-earned 
England call up.

Nick Jenkins with his partner won the over National over 50’s Doubles Racketball championship and 
we wish him well for a speedy recovery from his current medical situation. 

A massive effort from all of our champions both at Intercounty and National level showing that 
Dorset is very much ‘up there’ with other counties.

Locally, the new Bournemouth Racketball Festival team event proved to be so successful that it will 
be put on again at West Hants and Bournemouth Sports in October;

and Bev’s Ladies Racketball is also well supported and thriving with regular team events at West 
Hants.

On the county administration front Zoe Wallace is taking us into the ‘media world’ so brilliantly. Our 
new England Grade Referee and Marker Jack Hall is developing the Refereeing and Marking side of 
the game and Pendle Hill joining with Ben Homer and Paul Taylor running the leagues so effectively. 

Going forward we are expecting more National level achievements with the strength in depth in the 
junior ranks and our seniors hopefully matching.

Finally, and certainly not least of all, a massive thank you to Jane Smith for her untiring efforts as our 
County Secretary and of course ‘keeping us all in order’.

David Williams

Acting Chairman


