DORSET JUNIOR SQUASH REPORT 2020-21

Lots of work has gone on behind the scenes this year. We have a hard working group of coaches and we can’t
thank them enough for the time and effort they have put in to building and supporting our junior squash
programme.

1. County training — Simon Jennings is heading up the county programme. Up to 4 training weekends will
be held for all age categories throughout 2021-22.

2. Coaches training — Simon Jennings and James Ryan are working on a coaches pathway and helping
with their development. We currently have 16 coaches with valid coaching qualifications and we
continue to work to increase that number. We are also creating a programme for our juniors to
become more involved in coaching.

3. Squash camps were held at Christmas and Easter and have been very successful in recruiting new
players.

4. Zoom fitness sessions were held for all juniors during lockdown. The take up from our county juniors
was great and quite a few younger ones as well. It was free to all who wanted to take part.

5. Junior Squash Player Pathway — a document has been produced and will be distributed to all clubs to
help parents understand what squash can offer their children and how to achieve it.

6. Junior Log Books —these have been a success with coaches and players. As more are sold, both
coaches and Dorset Squash will make a small financial gain.

7. We have reformed the junior squash committee and we now have some parents on board. This is to
increase parent involvement but also to bring new ideas to the table.

8. We continue to build links with our local schools. We are aiming to run our programme in the north of
the county. The number of schools participating in our programme is increasing.

9. We are continuing to work hard on improving our social media updates. We are actively seeking some
guidance from those who know more about social media to help raise the profile of squash.

10. We are actively looking to source some financial support for our junior programme and events.

A big thank you goes out to ALL our coaches who continue to encourage juniors to participate and enjoy
playing squash. We have some new level 1 coaches and we are including them in our squash camps and junior
programmes. Without them our programme wouldn’t be growing as fast or be as successful as it is.
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