Chairman’s Report

What a season and a half it has been. We started the season with more sad news that we had lost
further members of our squash family.

On the 20™ Oct 2019 Kirt Robertson sadly took his own life. We all knew Kirt as the fun loving Aussie
who was always up for a game & a beer. During these strange times we all find ourselves in, we
need to be more aware that people may not be “alright” and that mental health is now more
important than ever before!

We also heard on 30" November 2019 that Lorraine Page lost her hard fought battle to cancer.
She was a very accomplished team squash player, played County badminton and real tennis.

Lorraine was a true fighter and battled it to the very end. She was in the gym at West Hants every
day until she became too weak to stand and was at Happy Hour every Friday night making the most
of every moment.

I would like to take this time to take a moment to think of our friends & family within our squash
community and how we can all help each other?

Our Season started well with a great turn out for the Junior County Closed, (please see attached
Junior Report) this led onto our Senior Event hosted by The West Hants Club. Where Clive Ewins
managed to defend his title for the 21 time, however he was pushed very hard in the semi-final by
Marc James.

There was a fantastic ladies final between Gemma Barber & Amy Campbell Wynter, this went to the
wire with Amy squeezing the win 15-13 in the 5™111

A big thank you to Andy Metcalfe for running a great weekend!!

We also managed to host the ever popular Racketball event at the beginning of February at West
Hants with another large number of players coming over from Jersey to support us. There were
several great matches from over 60 matches played.

Andy Corben managed to win the title back from Gus Bell. As per usual the Jersey players did
manage to sneak a few trophies home with them and we look forward to being able to win these
back!

Towards the end of February we heard that 3 of our Ladies had been selected to represent England
in their relevant categories for Masters in the Home Internationals, so a massive congratulations to:-

Gemma Barber -035’s
Sharnine Coleman - 050’s
Bev Vatcher - 050’s

They were due to play in May, however this has been postponed until May 2021; we wish them luck
with this.

At the beginning of March we hosted a Child Welfare Course for all clubs and coaches. We funded
the course in order to assist clubs in adopting the new polices implemented by England Squash for
their Child Protection Welfare.



The Dreaded “C” word came along and brought a stop to the country for a temporary period!!

As a nation this gave us all time to think about our work/life balance and shows just how important
sport is in our lives!!

In the background of this period the committee met with several “Zoom Meetings” along with
England Squash as they hosted training sessions & forums for clubs to attend. We have therefore
taken this opportunity to expand our coaching staff over the county with a number of new coaches
starting Level 1 and current coaches progressing further up from Level 2 to 3.

The purpose! We want to increase the number of players within our County from Junior through to
Seniors. The increase of Juniors at our base will help expand our sport for generations to come.

As our number of coaches grow we have a development Sub-Committee led by Simon Jennings to
bring the resources of the county & all clubs together to help our community thrive and work
together with the same common goal!

“Increase the Number of Players”
As we move forward with this, we need as many as possible within our county to assist.

That can be as simple as going down to your local club (when we are allowed) not just to play your
game, but to watch others, lets create that BUZZ!! We still have a difficult time ahead of us, let’s
work together to make our county grow and thrive!!

| would like to really thank the work which is done by those that sit on the committee and those that
give up the time to assist them!!

A Massive THANK YOU!!!!
Gary Boome
Chairman

Dorset Squash & Racketball



