
Chairman's AGM Report 2017 

Another full and interesting year for the county with activity across the board in both men's 

and women's squash and racketball or Squash 57, (OK I said it once ....and only once, with a 

slight French accent!). Notable achievements being the Men's Over 40's Racketball team of 

Matthew Theodoris, Mike Ypes, and Nick Jenkins, reaching the final and were runners up in 

the Nationals. 

Not to be out done the Women's O'40's squash team of Tracey Parker, Sharnine Coleman, 

Bev Vatcher, Sam Stewart and Karla Cooper had memorable historic wins beating Surrey 

and Sussex in the Intercounties. 

Well done both teams and all the other Dorset county teams we fielded who didn't have 

perhaps quite the same level of success. 

Whilst on the subject of successes I would like to congratulate Clive Ewins on winning the 

senior men's county championship adding to his record number of titles, and Bev Vatcher 

winning the Women's title for the first time. 

 Andy Corben retained his Men's Racketball title and Vikki Jarvis added to her number of 

championship titles in the Women's event. 

Other Men's county Racketball champions were Mike Ypes O'40's, Colin Bunch 50's and the 

ever youthful Clive Hickford O'60's - yes I did check his birth certificate.  

Bev Vatcher continues to do great work as our junior Development Officer and in addition to 

her work with Andy Corben running regular sessions for youngsters at West Hants, she is 

developing and generating interest for youngsters in clubs around the county. Namely 

Ferndown, where she has installed Richard Davies and Sam Stewart. Neil Chambers at 

Dorchester and Keith Chambers at Haymoor. 

Mention here must also be made of the enormous progress being made at Two Riversmeet 

under the expert and dedicated guidance of Charlie and Sophie Campbell-Wynter who 

attracted a record number of 36 young players to their recent junior tournament. I have 

such admiration for their total commitment to the youth in our sport. 

It is this dedication and encouragement that inspired two children, that they are coaching, 

to approach the sports master at their school at Hengistbury Head Christchurch to build an 

outdoor squash court. 

Together with Bev Vatcher, Jane Smith and Cliff Warren I witnessed something that I can 

only describe as quite extraordinary and could we felt be a blue print for other schools in 

the future. Picture below, special, I'm sure you will agree.  



 

This just shows what can be done 

utilising space that would otherwise go 

unused, providing extra sports facilities 

for the enjoyed of the children. We 

came away feeling as though this 

sterling effort should be broadcast far 

and wide, well done the Head teacher, 

sports master and all involved at St 

Katherine's C of E Primary School, 

Hengistbury Christchurch. 

On the subject of the juniors I would like to make special mention of a young lady who 

continues to progress through the rankings both nationally and internationally. Maia Pannell 

our County under 15 and under 19 champion who was runner up in the National under 15's 

championship. She is ranked 3 in the UK and 5 in Europe.  

Well done to Maia and we all hope that she continues making such outstanding progress. 

More to come here I can't help thinking, with the ongoing support of  her parents Mark and 

Helen, and her brother Joe who is making his own progress and this season was awarded 

county under 15 player of the year. 

Finally I would just like to add my acknowledgement to that band of people without whom 

squash and racketball in Dorset just wouldn't be the same, from sponsors to the parents 

who bring their young stars to our events. The seemingly tireless folk like Gary Boome and 

Nick Macey, encouraging 65 to enter the Racketball Closed, Tash Coker and Martin 

organising the new league and cup system expertly designed by Russell Young, Mo Ladha for 

taking on the treasurers role, Brian Barnes for his professional handling of our website, and 

of course our county secretary the one and only Jane Smith who's enthusiasm and attention 

to everything thrown at her is quite frankly, awesome. We are the envy of many a county 

for our organisational abilities much needed in these days of continuous change at the top 

level. 

Long may this continue, and for Dorset County Squash and Racketball to rightfully "stay on 

the ball". 

David Williams. 

Chairman. 
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