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Once again I am pleased to be able to report that squash and racketball in Dorset continues 

to produce results that make us all involved in the running of the sport feel very proud. 

It is well known, both countywise and nationally, that we have been actively pursuing a 

planned programme of development for our youngsters and we certainly haven't been 

disappointed with the achievements of this important section. And at the other end of the 

age scale, our "elder statesmen" of John Pitt, Keith Chambers, Paul Kearley, and Paul Talbot, 

namely our Men's over 60's team have achieved promotion to the Premier division with fine 

wins over SE Wales and Hampshire, yes our local rivals Hampshire, in the National 

Intercounties. 

Such was the magnitude of this sterling effort the team was featured on BBC South and 

awarded the "Performance of the week" with a team photograph that "went global", or so 

captain John said! Well done boys, correction.....gentlemen.  

Whilst on the subject of awards, congratulations must go to Marc James for receiving The 

Squash Player magazine, "Dorset's Player of the Season" for his excellent results, both for 

the county and club (2 Riversmeet), coupled with the right sporting playing attitude and 

respect for his opponents. 

In the County Closed Squash Tournament, Clive Ewins retained the Men's title he resecured 

the previous year, and Tracy Parker retained her well earned title. Ian Miles won the over 

45's and Simon Bassett the over 55's. 

The Racketball championship was again won by Andy Corben for the third year running, and 

Bev Vatcher won the ladies championship. 

Congratulations to you all, and of course Mathew Theodoris, Mark Hurd and Keith 

Chambers for their respective age group wins.  

I have invited Bev to add her report as Chairperson of the junior subcommittee, a band of 

committed supporters that are so valued, namely Andy Corben, Sophie Campbell-Wynter, 

James Ryan, Denise Loveless, and sponsor Cliff Warren, and in so doing it brings me to 

another milestone in junior development within the county. 

Many of you are aware I'm sure that England Squash now acknowledge special people 

within the sport, indeed, our own Janet Biles was such an award winner recently, and this 

season we were invited to submit the name of someone that we felt deserved special 

acknowledgement in the field of "Development". 



Well, this in my book, as with the rest of the committee, was a "no brainer", a woman who 

works tirelessly as our Junior development officer, who with her band of coaches has taken 

the game to over 1500 children, all new to the game, offering coaching and facilities across 

the county. This is very much a developing situation since the full results can take awhile to 

show, but suffice it to say that at least 50 are now regular new players and in turn 

encouraging their peers to take part as well. 

You've got it, yes, Bev Vatcher's name was submitted and it was no surprise that she was 

short listed in a select group of only 4 across the country; well done Bev, although you didn't 

win it outright, you are the winner to us. 

It falls upon me, to gladly acknowledge formally, the massive support that we get from our 

sponsors, too many to mention individually, and to Peter and Chris at West Hants Club, and 

Julie and Martin at Bournemouth Sports, for making facilities available to us throughout the 

year, their kind generosity is much appreciated.    

As I write this report I am hearing news of a possible court closure at David Lloyd Ringwood, 

which despite representations from many quarters looks like a "done deal", and I'm sure 

that you will all wish to support the members if called upon. 

And on the subject of support, Joanna Derrington (Holburn) is retiring from her role as 

Treasurer so if anyone out there is prepared to "lend a hand" we would be very pleased to 

hear from you - it isn't an onerous task and as much help as needed will be given to anyone 

interested. Thank you Joanna for all you have done, it has been a delight working with you.  

Finally, I would like to thank everyone on our wonderful county committees for making my 

life as Chairman that much easier, your support and wise words are so much valued and 

always given completely selflessly for the benefit of all players, coaches, managers and 

sponsors alike, a big and genuine thank you, to you all. 

David Williams 

Chairman 
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